
 

Confirmed EF-1 Tornado in Walton County – US 331 North (DeFuniak Springs) 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE | Tuesday, January 26, 2026 

WALTON COUNTY, FL – The National Weather Service (NWS) Tallahassee has completed a 
damage survey for the severe weather event that impacted Walton County on January 25, 
2026, confirming an EF-1 tornado with estimated peak winds of 95 mph. 

According to NWS, the tornado touched down at approximately 1:23 PM CST, beginning 2 
miles southeast of Liberty in DeFuniak Springs, and traveled east for approximately 1.09 miles 
before lifting at 1:25 PM CST, 3 miles southeast of Liberty. The tornado had a maximum 
estimated path width of 800 yards. No fatalities or injuries were reported. 

The tornado initially touched down just west of Kings Lake Road and moved east through a 
neighborhood along and just north of Paradise Island Drive. Along much of the path, damage 
was consistent with EF-0 intensity, including downed trees and minor structural impacts. Near 
the beginning of the path, two large trees were uprooted, resulting in EF-1 damage. Near the 
end of the track, the tornado caused significant roof damage to a single-family residence, 
including substantial loss of roofing material and severe damage to the home’s porch. Winds 
at this location were estimated at 95 mph, the strongest observed during the survey. The 
tornado lifted quickly as it approached U.S. Highway 331, where terrain becomes swampy and 
inaccessible and no further damage was identified. 

On January 25, Walton County Emergency Management (WCEM) swiftly responded to storm 
damage reports, performed on-the-ground damage assessments, and worked with partner 
agencies to ensure impacted residents were connected to available recovery resources and 
support services.  

“While any tornado is concerning, we are grateful that no injuries or loss of life occurred during 
this event,” said Jeff Goldberg, Director of WCEM. “This response highlighted the importance 
of strong coordination between our local agencies, and our state partners at the National 
Weather Service (Tallahassee). Our Emergency Management staff also worked closely with 
nonprofit organizations, including the American Red Cross, Cajun Navy, and the Florida Baptist 
Association, to support case management and debris removal efforts. We are thankful for 
their partnership and the willingness of these organizations to step in quickly to help our 
residents recover.” 

Residents impacted by the US 331 North Tornado (DeFuniak Springs) are encouraged to 
complete the Walton County Emergency Management Damage Reporting Survey to help 
determine the full scope of impacts and identify any unmet needs. The survey is available at: 
https://bit.ly/3kyKRZn 

For additional questions or assistance, residents may contact wcem@waltoncountyem.org. 
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